STARTING POINT MINISTRY OVERVIEW

What isStarting Paint?
Starting Point isasmall group conversational environment Where people can explore faith and
experience community.

WhoisSarting Pant for?

There are three main types of people for whom Starting Point is designed:
* Seekers- those who are curious about God, Jesus, the Bible, or Chrigtianity
* Starters- those who are new to ardationship with Jesus Christ
* Returners- those who have some church experience, but have been away for awhile

What isthegzed atypical group?
Starting Point groups are typicaly ten to twelve participants and two to four leaders (for a

maximum of sixteen people). Each group has at least two leader units (one leader unit isone
person or amarried couple).

When and wheredogroupsmea?

The entire Starting Point experience isten weeks. Each group meeting lasts seventy-five
minutes. Sometimes the discusson will go longer, but we strongly encourage leadersto end on
time. M ost groups meet on Sundays during worship servicetimesat our church campuses. This
dlows usto provide children@environmentsfor Starting Point group members who have
children. Also, it can belessintimidating for seekers who aready come to a Sunday morning
service, but may be anxious about going to a stranger®house at a different time. H owever, we@e
also had successwith groupsthat meet in homes on weeknights.

What dothematerialsindude?

* Conversation Guide: afull-color guide divided into ten chapterswith ten audio
messageson five CDs

* The Starting Point Bible: aTNIV verson of the Scriptures with cusom-written
book introductions and severa Starting Point-specific articles for group members

* LeadersNotes an essentid resourceto assst leadersin facilitating groups

Can long-teem amall groupsusetheStarting Pant materials?

Yes, our campus churches have many long-term small groups that have utilized the Starting
Point materids as one of their curriculum choices. M any community groups have seekers,
garters, and/or returnersinvolved, so Starting Point isagood choice, especidly a the beginning
of thelife of the group. H owever, every group can benefit from using the Starting Point
materiads. W hether anew Chrigtian or further dong in the journey, everyone profits from
gpending time exploring the message of the Bible and finding his or her placein the ory.
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